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In the claims : 

The claims currently in the application are set forth below. Claims 1-16 and 
21-25 have been previously cancelled. New claims 26-46 have been added herein. 
A complete set of claims, as currently amended, is provided below. 

Claims 1-16 (previously canceled) 

17. (previously presented) A method for replacing a first printhead 
operably secured to a carriage of an inkjet printer with a second printhead, the Inkjet 
printer having an on-axis ink reservoir pivotally secured to the carriage defining a 
secured position of the ink reservoir with respect to the ink reservoir mounting- 
portion and defining an engaged position in which the ink reservoir is in fluid 
communication with the printhead, said method including the steps of: 

locating the carriage containing the first printhead; 

pivoting the ink reservoir out of its engaged position such that the first 
printhead is exposed and easily accessible in the carriage while maintaining said ink 
reservoir in said secured position, and thereby automatically disconnecting the fluid 
communication between the ink reservoir and the first printhead and providing 
access to said first printhead without removing said ink reservoir from said secured 
position; 

removing the first printhead from the carriage while maintaining the ink 
reservoir in said secured position; 

installing the second printhead in the carriage such that the second printhead 
is operably secured to the carriage while maintaining the ink reservoir in said 
secured position; and, 

returning the ink reservoir to its engaged position thereby automatically 
placing the ink reservoir and second printhead in fluid communication with each 
other without removing said ink reservoir from said carriage. 

18. (original) The method for replacing a first printhead operably secured 
to a carriage of an inkjet printer with a second printhead of claim 17, wherein said 
locating the first printhead step includes positioning the carriage in the printer such 
that it is easily accessible through an access door on the printer. 
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19. (original) The method for replacing a first printhead operably secured 
to a carriage of an inkjet printer with a second printhead of claim 17, wherein said 
first and second printheads are detachably secured to said carriage. 

20. (original) The method for replacing a first printhead operably secured 
to a carriage of an inkjet printer with a second printhead of claim 17, further including 
the steps of: 

unlatching a latching mechanism extending between structures containing the 
ink reservoir and first printhead to initiate said step of pivoting the ink reservoir out of 
its engaged position; and 

latching the latching mechanism following said step of returning the ink 
reservoir to its engaged position. 

Claims 21-25 (previously canceled). 

26. (new) A carriage for an inkjet printer comprising: 
a printhead mounting portion; 

a printhead operably secured to said mounting portion; 
an ink reservoir mounting portion pivotally secured to said printhead mounting 
portion; 

an ink reservoir operably secured to said ink reservoir mounting portion to 
define a secured position in which said ink reservoir is secured to said ink reservoir 
mounting portion; 

said ink reservoir having an engaged position in which the ink reservoir is in 
fluid communication with said printhead when said ink reservoir is in said secured 
position, and an open position, in which the ink reservoir mounting portion is pivoted 
away from said printhead mounting portion such that said printhead may be 
accessed from above said printhead mounting portion without removing said ink 
reservoir from said secured position on said ink reservoir mounting portion. 
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27. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 26, further including: 
a plurality of ink reservoirs; and 

a plurality of printheads; 

wherein one of each plurality of ink reservoirs is in fluid communication with a 
respective one of each plurality of printheads in said engaged position. 

28. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 26, further including a 
channel extending between said ink reservoir and said printhead in said engaged 
position. 

29. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 28, wherein said 
channel is substantially air tight when said carriage is in said engaged position such 
that a vacuum formed in the channel will cause ink to flow, and said channel is not 

' substantially air tight when the carriage is moved out of its engaged position, thereby 
preventing ink from flowing through the channel. 

30. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 26, wherein said 
printhead mounting portion is pivotally secured to said ink reservoir mounting portion 
at a pivot point. 

31 . (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 30, wherein said 
printhead is detachably secured to said printhead mounting-portion. 

32. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 31 , wherein said ink 
reservoir is detachably secured to said ink reservoir mounting-portion. 

33. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 30, further including: 
a resistive detent on one of said printhead mounting-portion and said ink 

reservoir mounting-portion; and, 

a tab extending from the other of said printhead mounting-portion and said ink 
reservoir mounting-portion for operably engaging said resistive detent when said ink 



Page 4 



PATENT 

Atty Docket No. 10014835-1 

reservoir is in said open position, thereby holding the ink reservoir in said open 
position to further facilitate removal of the printhead. 

34. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 30, further including a 
shaft extending from one of said printhead mounting-portion and said ink reservoir 
mounting-portion, said shaft having a mating end portion; and 

a mating hole for receiving said shaft in the other of said printhead mounting- 
portion and said ink reservoir mounting-portion, said mating hole including a notch 
for operably receiving said mating end portion of said shaft only when said ink 
reservoir is in said engaged position. 

35. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 30, further including a 
latching mechanism for detachably securing said printhead mounting portion to said 
ink reservoir mounting-portion thereby holding said ink reservoir in said engaged 
position. 

36. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 35, wherein said 
latching mechanism includes: 

a handle pivotally secured to one of said printhead mounting-portion and said 
ink reservoir mounting-portion at a pivot; 

a joining arm extending from said handle; and 

a hook for receiving said joining arm extending from the other of said 
printhead mounting-portion and said ink reservoir mounting-portion such that said 
hook operably engages said joining arm when said handle is pivoted about said 
pivot. 

37. (new) An inkjet printer comprising: 
a chassis; 

a motor; 

a carriage operably secured to the chassis and driven by the motor for 
reciprocal movement relative to the chassis; 
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a printhead operably secured to said carriage; 

an ink reservoir operably secured to said carriage in a secured position such 
that said ink reservoir may pivot about said printhead at a pivot point while remaining 
in said secured position, said carriage having an engaged position in which the ink 
reservoir is in fluid communication with said printhead when said ink reservoir is in 
said secured position, and an open position, in which the ink reservoir is pivoted 
about said pivot point away from said printhead, such that said printhead may be 
accessed from above said carriage without removing said ink reservoir from said 
secured position. 

38. (new) The inkjet printer of claim 37, further including a channel 
extending between said ink reservoir to said printhead when said carriage is in said 
engaged position. 

39. (new) The inkjet printer of claim 38, wherein said channel is 
substantially airtight when said carriage is in said engaged position such that a 
vacuum formed in the channel will cause ink to flow, and said channel is not 
substantially airtight when the carriage is moved out of its engaged position, thereby 
preventing ink from flowing through the channel. 

40. (new) The inkjet printer of claim 37, wherein said printhead is operably 
secured to said carriage at a printhead mounting-portion, and said ink reservoir is 
operably secured to said carriage at an ink reservoir mounting-portion; and wherein 
said printhead mounting-portion is pivotally secured to said ink reservoir mounting- 
portion at said pivot point. 

41 . (new) The inkjet printer of claim 37, further including: 

a second ink reservoir operably secured to said carriage; and, 
a second printhead operably secured to said carriage, 
wherein said first ink reservoir includes black ink, and said second ink 
reservoir includes a plurality of chambers for receiving a plurality of different colored 
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inks. 

42. (new) A carriage for an inkjet printer comprising: 
a first mounting portion; 

a printhead operably secured to said first mounting portion; 

a second mounting portion operably secured to said first mounting portion 
such that said second mounting portion moves toward and away from said first 
mounting portion along a defined path; 

an ink reservoir operably secured to said second mounting portion in a 
secured position, 

said second mounting portion having an engaged position in which the ink 
reservoir is in fluid communication with said printhead when said ink reservoir is in 
said secured position, and an open position in which the second mounting portion is 
moved away from the first mounting portion along the defined path and said ink 
reservoir remains in said secured position thereby providing access to the printhead 
without detaching said ink reservoir from said secured position on said second 
mounting portion. 

43. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 42, wherein said first 
mounting portion is pivotally secured to said second mounting portion at a pivot 
point. 

44. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 42, wherein said first 
mounting portion is a printhead mounting-portion and said second mounting portion 
is an ink reservoir mounting-portion. 

45. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 44, wherein said 
printhead is detachably secured to said printhead mounting-portion. 

46. (new) The carriage for an inkjet printer of claim 45, wherein said ink 
reservoir is detachably secured to said ink reservoir mounting-portion. 
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REMARKS 



A Notice of Allowance dated November 25, 2003 allows claims 17-20. Claims 
1-16 and 21-25 have been previously cancelled. New claims 26-46 have been 
added herein. New claims 26-46 include limitations similar to those of the allowed 
claims, and therefore they too should be in condition for allowance. 

Accordingly, applicants submit that all of the currently pending claims are in 
condition for allowance, and respectfully request that this case passed to issuance. 
If the Examiner has any questions, he is invited to contact applicants' attorney at the 
below-listed telephone number. 



ipsolon lip 

805 SW Broadway #2740 
Portland, Oregon 97205 
Phone No. (503)419-0702 
Fax No. (503) 249-7068 
E-Mail: iohn@ipsolon.com 



Respectfully submitted, 



February 17, 2003 



By 
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